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Grindstone, Winter Harbor
oil on canvas
20 x 28 inches
2008

Summer Sail
oil on canvas
16 x 22 inches



Around 1980, David Little fell in love with Maine and its landscape and 
deepened that love over the next two years as a student at Skowhegan School 
of Painting and Sculpture and, in 1998, with a residency on Monhegan 
Island. Since then Little has worked in a variety of media including watercolor, 
oil pastel, and oil on canvas, creating a prodigious number of works each 
year; he conceives of this show as a mini-retrospective exhibition. 

Experimentation and playing with the medium of the moment are 
fundamental for Little. For instance, in the early series of abstract 
watercolors, such as Mystery Island Map, 1988–89, he exploits the 
unforeseen: trying out different papers, mixing watercolor with casein, 
adapting Chinese calligraphy to abstraction, turning the paper at angles 
or even upside down to allow a brushstroke to flow directionally. 
Kandinsky, Klee, and Miro were in the back of his mind at this stage 
of his career, as were the encouragement and mentorship of his famous 
uncle, artist William Kienbusch.

Next, Little took up oil pastel, applying, with craypas, little squares of 
highly saturated color followed by subtractive processes like incising 
line patterns or striations and scraping paint away with a single-edged 
razor to create such effects as the slashing rain in Mountain Showers. 
He characterizes his oils on canvas as traditional, plein air landscapes. 

The vigorous paint surfaces and masterful orchestration of both subtle 
and vibrant color—often suffused with an atmospheric glow—point to a 
venturesome twentyfirst century impressionism.

Over the years, Little has come to know the Maine landscape intimately. 
He ventures all over the state in search of the painterly motifs, bold 
compositions, and captivating color or light effects from all manner of 
weathers and seasons that subsequently emerge on his canvases—the 
ledges or the mist and fog at Cranberry Point, Corea, to the blueberry 
barrens of Donnell Pond, Sullivan, from Grindstone at Winter Harbor to 
Katahdin Lake in transition from winter to spring. Little even manages to 
tease out a luminous abstract image of land, sea, and sky from the mundane 
view of Portland’s Back Cove from his painting vantage point in the parking 
lot at Hannaford.

    —Gail R. Scott

Gail r. scott is an independent art historian, curator, and arts consultant. she has published 
extensively on Marsden hartley, including On Art by Marsden Hartley (1982) and Selected Poems 
(1987), as well as a monograph, Marsden Hartley (abbeville Press 1988). scott contributed seven 
essays on hartley’s paintings for Maine Modern, Art in Sequinland, 1900–1940s, an exhibition 
currently at the Portland art Museum. she has also written on the art of Carl sprinchorn, Marguerite 
and William Zorach, Kenneth stubbs, don nice, and a monograph, E. Ambrose Webster: Chasing 
the Sun (hudson hill Press 2009), the first in-depth study of Provincetown’s preeminent pioneer of 
american modernism.
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Back Cove, Portland
oil pastel on paper
12 x 19 inches
1988

Mystery Island Map
watercolor on paper
13 x 9.5 inches
1988



Mountain Showers
oil pastel on paper
11 x 14 inches
1990

Katahdin Winter into Spring
oil on canvas
16 x 20 inches



View from Baker Island, MDI
oil on canvas
14 x 18 inches
2006

View of Sullivan Harbor
oil on panel
16 x 16 inches
2009

Swift River
oil on canvas
30 x 40 inches
2005



View from the Bluffs
oil on canvas
22 x 28 inches
2005

Fog Cranberry Point, Corea
oil on canvas
22 x 28 inches
2008

ledges–Cranberry Point, Corea
oil on canvas
24 x 30 inches
2005



After Sunset, Cranberry Island
oil on canvas board
12 x 16 inches
2010

The Heath
oil on canvas
11 x 18 inches

ledges–Cranberry Point, Corea
oil on canvas
24 x 30 inches
2005
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Born 1951, new york City

solo exhiBitions
Courthouse Gallery Fine art, ellsworth, Maine 2011
Gruss Center of visual arts, Alumni Reunion (40th) and Exhibition, lawrenceville school, nJ 2009

exhiBitions (selected) 
Courthouse Gallery Fine art, ellsworth, Panting Mount Desert Island, Maine 2010 
Courthouse Gallery Fine art, ellsworth, Maine 2009
     Island Artists: Fairfield Porter and the Great Spruce Head Island Artists
thos Moser Cabinetmakers, Freeport, Maine  2009, ’10 
Blue hill library, Blue hill, Maine, 2009, ’10
islesford dock restaurant, islesford, Maine 2009, ’10
Courthouse Gallery Fine art, Upcountry: A Spectacular Muse, Maine 2008
Center for Maine Contemporary art, Maine Seen, rockport, Maine 2003
Greenhut Galleries, The Portland Show, Portland, Maine 2002
Farnsworth Museum of art, Carina House: The First Decade, rockland, Maine 1999–2000

researCh For PuBliCation
original research for a future publication on the artists of Mount Katahdin 2007–2011 

reCent talKs
Friends of Baxter state Park: readings on All Things Katahdin, March 2009, ’10
river arts, Painting, Process, Transition, damariscotta, Maine 2009
lumbermen’s Museum, Patten-hartley letters with Christopher huntington, Patten, Maine 2008

Katahdin laKe CaMPaiGn and exhiBition
Campaign to Preserve Katahdin lake 2007
      involvement with a group of 18 artists and the trust for Public land
olin arts Center, Bates College 2007–2008
      Curator for Taking Different Trails: The Artist’s Journey to Katahdin Lake

reCent Creativity triPs
Painting trips to Patten, Great Cranberry island, and sullivan recent
Brief stay at daicey Pond to hike, photograph and write.  

FelloWshiPs 
Great spruce head island art Week, Me 2007
Carina house, Monhegan island, Me 1998

eduCation 
Ma, MFa university of iowa 1975, 1976
skowhegan school, summer Program, Maine 1981, ’82
Ba summa cum laude, southampton College 1974 

david little painting at Katahdin lake.
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Variation
watercolor on paper
10.375 x 16.74 inches
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Ledges-Fog, Cranberry Island
oil on panel
11.75 x 15.5 inches
2009
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